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Greetings!  
 
Dear Trailfinders and Friends of the 
James Reserve, 
 
One the busiest seasons for the 
James is here, the spring! Students, 
researchers, and new challenges 
have started to fill up our days.  

We are looking forward to Sunday, 
June 3rd when we will be gathering 
at the James to celebrate another 
year that our lives have been 
touched by the Trailfinders and by 
the James Reserve. So, mark your 
calendar! We hope that you will 
consider staying after the Trailfinder 
meeting (11AM) to join us to learn 
more about activities in the Reserve 
and in a dedication ceremony. A 
formal invitation will follow that will 
detail the events of the day. 

 

Happy Trails, 

Jennifer Gee 
Director of the James and Oasis  
de los Osos Reserves 

 
 
What’s going on at the 
James? 

This winter was warmer than usual 
and the lady beetles (Hippodamia 
convergens) were often observed 
gathering in large groups. Lady 
beetles migrate long distances 
between agricultural areas where 
they feed and reproduce, and 
mountain-top aggregation sites 
where they hibernate before 
migrating back to the field the next 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
spring to mate. The James Reserve 
appears to be an important spot 
where the ladybugs find the ideal 
conditions to successfully 
congregate and hibernate. Lady 
beetles are the natural predators of 
agricultural pests, such as aphids 
and scale insects and are of great 
economic benefit to humans. They 
are welcome at the James. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The wine-colored snow plants 
(Sarcodes sanguinea) have begun to 
emerge from the ground. This plant 
does not have any chlorophyll and it 
is unable to photosynthesize. It 
survives by stealing nutrients from 
trees through parasitizing their 
mutualistic mycorrhizal fungi in a 
form of parasitism called 
mycoheterotrophy. 

This winter we were honored to host a 
group of entomologists conducting a 
survey of the Lepidoptera of California. 
Professionals from different institutions 
spent a couple nights in the Reserve 
and adjacent areas surveying moths. 

 

 
 
 
Our improved solar system worked 
better than our greatest expectations. 
However, we had to face another 
problem. Our 15-year-old 20 KWh 
back-up propane generator failed 
and we had to replace it quickly. 
Fortunately, we received external 
help from UCR and the James can 
now count on a brand new 38KWh 
propane Kohler generator. 

For those wondering why we do not 
try to connect the James to the main 
grid, we recently have explored such 
option and in April we were able to 
meet with the Southern California 
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https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Aphididae/
https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Coccoidea/


The Lolomi lodge in the 1950s 

showing the original metal roof. 

Edison Service Planners. SCE 
representatives inspected the terrain 
and met with us at the James. What 
they found is that we are in a power 
void, between Allendale and Poppet 
Flats. Edison informed us that 
bringing electricity to the James 
would be a daunting task, involving 
Caltrans to shut the highway for 
weeks at a time, and the cost is 
prohibitive—millions of dollars.  

There are many factors to consider, 
the most important of which are the 
environmental impact of installation 
and safety. A new Standard System 
has been recently approved for 
places at high risk of wildfire which 
requires the use of coated and 
heavier wires. Installing the wires 
would require helicopters and 
manual labor to places unreachable 
by vehicles. Our other major 
challenge is the distance from the 
nearest powerline (2-3 miles in a 
straight line), the risk of fires, falling 
trees, and snow accumulations.  

Obtaining the necessary permits 
from Caltrans and the National 
Forest Service may take a year or 
more. Performing the mandatory 
surveys and completing the 
construction phase will require 
additional 6 months to a year.  

The construction phase is also not 
child’s play! Over 200 poles are 
needed to build the line. 1,000 feet of 
it would need to be buried 
underground.  

Time finally caught up with the 
plumbing of Lolomi. Four feet of pipe 
under the house were completely 
missing and replaced by tree roots. 
Lolomi’s roof is in disrepair too. High 
winds removed part of the roofing 
last year. While repairing the wind 
damage, we realized the entire roof 
is in bad shape. If we can find funds, 

we are planning to bring it back to its 
original metal design. 

 
 
 
 
Despite all of our deferred 
maintenance projects, we persevere 
to increase the sustainability of our 
daily operations and we are working 
to find alternative funding solutions to 
accomplish our goals.  

A little bit of history… 
The James Reserve was historically 
used by the Cahuilla Indians as a 
seasonal campsite for harvesting and 
milling acorns. 
In 1941, two conservationists and 
teachers, Harry and Grace James, 
decided to move their Trailfinders 
outdoor school from Altadena to the 
mountains.  
When they decided to retire in 
1966, they decided to donate the 
land to a newly established 
network of field stations 
exclusively dedicated to 
increasing the knowledge and 
wise stewardship of our natural 
systems: The University of 
California Natural Reserves 
System (UC-NRS). This was 
conceived by a small group of 
visionary academics bemoaned 
by the rapid loss of natural 
habitats. The James Reserve was 
one of the 6 reserves that formed 
the system. Today the UC NRS is 
the largest reserve systems 
managed by a single university 

consisting of 39 reserves that 
manage over 750,000 acres of 
land. No other network of field 
sites in the world matches its size, 
scope, and ecological diversity. 
 

Upcoming events 

June 3, 2018 11am-2pm: 
Trailfinders Annual Reunion and 
building dedication ceremony at 
the James Reserve’s Blair 
House and Trailfinders Lodge.  

June 23-24, 2018: Lemon Lily 
Festival (Nature Center with tours 
at the James Reserve) 

*** 
Emmons Sebenius Fund 
 
Em was a dear friend and trusted 
leader of the Trailfinders. As we go 
about our daily work and enter a 
new era, we fondly think of Em and 
we are guided by the course he 
helped set for the James Reserve. 
Em’s wife, Janet Sebenius, 
established an endowment in Em’s 
name for the James Reserve that 
will ensure we can take care of 
Lolomi, Harry James’ cabin. We 
invite you to remember Em by 
donating to a fund that the 
Sebenius family established in his 
name. 

 
. 

 

If you wish to donate to the 
Sebenius endowment, please 
do so in the following way:  

 
Write the check to the UCR 
Foundation. In the memo line, 
write Emmons Sebenius Fund 
for the James Reserve. Send 
check to UCR Foundation, PO 
Box 112, Riverside, CA 92502-
0112 


