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Welcome to the fall edition 
of our biannual 

newsletter! We’ve been busy and the James is 
moving in new and exciting directions. As you 
will read below, we strive to fulfill many roles 
for the University, including to help take on  
a UC-wide initiative to support research that 
tackles global public challenges such as climate 
change. More locally, we recently received 
funding from the National Science Founda-
tion, along with a panel of external reviewers, 
to assess how we can best support our users 
in the future. We will be sure to update you 
with our planning grant progress in our spring 
newsletter and in person on June 5th, 2016 to attend the 50th anniversary festivities!

Jennifer Gee (pictured atop Four Saints Trail)
Director of the James Reserve

Signs of fall at the James. Leaves change color at Lake Fulmor.
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 This past summer and fall have 
been bustling with existing and new 
research projects. The San Diego Zoo 
and USGS team are routine visitors 
who closely monitor the reintroduced 
yellow-legged frogs at the James. We 
are hopeful that the James’ frog pop-
ulation will flourish. Thus far the 
biologists report a clean bill of health 
for the frogs of Indian Creek. Long 
term study of these animals will help 
researchers evaluate if the reintroduced 
population will fully acclimate to their 
new home and persist over time. As 
fall and winter approach, we bid our 
amphibian residents farewell until they 
emerge from hibernation in the spring.
 At the James Reserve, graduate stu-
dents are pursuing some of our newest 
and most exciting research projects. 
Nameer Baker (Ph.D. candidate UCI) 
is a “regular” who makes periodic 
trips to the James to collect data on 
how climate change might affect soil 

Research Highlights at the James 
 ... from endangered frogs to invasive wasps 

microbial communities. David Zonana 
(PhD candidate, University of Col-
orado, Boulder) returned briefly 
to fine-tune his field appa-
ratus, aimed at tracking 
quail activity. One of our 
longtime users, Michael 
Allen and his team 
from UC Riverside 
continue to “wire the 
woods” with their 
embedded network 
sensing research pro-
gram. Returning for 
their annual census 
of acorn production 
was another long-
time James Reserve 
research team, Drs. 
Walt Koenig (Cornell 
University) and Jan 
Knops (University of 
Nebraska). 
 The James Reserve is 
part of their statewide annual 
sampling efforts and provides us 
with a long term data base on oak 
populations throughout California. 
After a hiatus of several years, Rich-
ard Tanner of Tanner Environmental 
Services returned to the James to con-
duct a survey for spotted owls for the 
Forest Service. Although they found no 
spotted owls at the James, they did find 
them nearby in the surrounding Forest 
Service lands. 
 Among four new research projects, 
Alexandra Weill (PhD candidate, UC 
Davis) began her work on variations 
in fire-adapted traits of our local wild 
California lilac (Ceanothus) in the 
surrounding Forest Service lands. The 
James Reserve is one of many sites 
where Will Petry (PhD candidate, UC 
Irvine) tracks climate change using the 
invasive plant species English Plantain 
(Plantago lanceolata). Kevin Loope 

(Post-doctoral Researcher, UC River-
side) spent all of August and part of 
September at the James to establish his 
study focused on nest mate recognition 
in introduced versus native yellowjack-
et wasps (Vespula pensylvanica).  
 Alina Geangu, an undergraduate 
student of Dr. Jeffery Diez of UC Riv-
erside, started her project to examine 
the distribution, size, structure, and 
growth of incense cedars relative to 
climate and elevation. To all our new 
researchers, we extend a hearty wel-
come, our support, and our wishes for 
success in their research efforts. 

PhD graduate student Chelsea Carey 
prepares dust collectors for microbial study 
at Los Osos.

Graduate student WIlliam Petry, new re-
searcher at the James, studies the invasive 
plant species Plantago.
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Research Highlights at Oasis
de los Osos - from weeds to
microbes to streamside life  

 At The James’ satellite reserve, Oasis 
de los Osos, Sarah O’Neill (PhD can-
didate, UC Riverside) is continuing to 
assess the impacts of the invasive weed 
Sahara Mustard (Brassica tournefortii) 
on the desert soil arthropod community. 
A new project in Dr. Emma Aronson’s 
laboratory at UC Riverside is designed 
to study the Aeolian microbial com-
munities in dust being carried by the 
persistent desert winds in the area. 
Andrew Rehn of the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife concluded 
his monitoring program focused on the 
invertebrate and algae communities in 
the perennial flowing Lamb’s Creek. 
Preliminary analyses of the results 
indicate that the creek at Los Osos is in 
extraordinarily good condition. Good 
news for all the wildlife that depend on 
this “Oasis” in the middle of the desert. 

Education at the James 

 As with the research efforts, in the 
months since our last newsletter we 
have been busier than ever with hosting 
various classes. For more than a decade, 
Dr. Eugen Cardiff has visited the James 

with his Ornithology Class from the 
UC Riverside Extension. This year was 
no exception. The birders spend the day 
hiking and searching for the species on 
their lists, which among all their field 
sites, can only be found at the James. In 
September, another long-time visitor, 
Dr. Fritz Hertel from the California 
State University Northridge brought his 
Mammalogy Class to the James. This 
is a bi-annual class that live-traps small 
mammals along Indian Creek. Besides 
providing the students with valuable 
knowledge of mammals and trapping 

techniques, Dr. Hertel and his students 
have made a significant contribution to 
baseline monitoring data of the Reserve. 
 Dr. Victor Leipzig, the President 
of the Sea and Sage Audubon Society 
and Director of Audubon California 
brought another group of birders, part 
of his class called “Introduction to Bird-
ing” from Saddleback College. 
 The James serves as a unique place 
of learning. Beyond the university 
level, we educate younger students who 
would otherwise not get the chance 
to visit an outdoor classroom like 
the James Reserve. In September we 
hosted a group of Montessori pre-
school children from the nearby town 
of Idyllwild. Under the supervision of 
their teacher Lidiya Solonovich and 
watchful parents, the class explored the 
natural world as only young children 
can, with enthusiasm and wonder! We 
plan to have activities with this group 
of preschoolers throughout the year, 
including helping them with their an-
nual Science Fair. Having such young 
scholars visit and explore the James not 
only brings out the often latent enthu-
siasm of us adults but also enhances the 
educational value of the UC Natural 
Reserves.  

The best way to 
encourage  
learning it to  
bring children  
and nature  
together.

A teaching  
moment at  

the James for  
CSU 

Northside 
mammalogy 

students.
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 As with research and teaching, we 
have increased our efforts to reach out 
to groups that are new to the James. 
We hosted the local Idyllwild Garden 
Club visit to the James as part of their 
monthly meeting. Besides their business 
at hand, members were able to hike 
around the nature trails to observe the 
many wild plant species growing at the 
James. Of particular interest was our 
record holding Ponderosa pine, which 
is thought to be the largest in Southern 
California and is over 450 years old. In 
return, they invited us to give presenta-
tions at their monthly meeting in town. 
Jen talked about the James and John 
gave a mini-lecture focused on data he 
has collected in town using trail cameras 
that are installed at local businesses and 
residences. 
 Field stations provide a unique set-
ting in the academic world apart from 
formal research and classes. The James 
is a place to bring together scholars 

Reaching Out
to focus on a particular topic, idea, or 
problem, free from the distractions of 
campus, In this spirit, we were fortunate 
to host a group of UC San Diego facul-
ty from several campuses to discuss the 
UC President’s Research Catalyst Award 
MERCI program (Music Experience 
Research Community Initiative). This 
program is designed for scientists to 
examine how we use music for commu-
nication. 
 The James was also the site of the 
annual UC Los Angeles first-year grad-
uate student retreat. This annual outing 
for the entering graduate students in the 
Department of Ecology and Evolution-
ary Biology provides students a chance 
to share their research ideas with each 
other and consider how the James might 
fit into their research plans. 
The James Reserve plays a special role 
in the UCR family. This year, we were 
delighted to help congratulate and bid 
farewell to Dr. Shana Welles as she 

finished her Ph.D. and embarked on 
her next journey as a postdoctoral fellow 
at the University of Arizona. From far 
and wide, Shana’s family, colleagues and 
mentors gathered at the James to wish 
Shana good luck and all the very best 
for her future. We will miss Shana and 
her enthusiastic ecology students!
Beyond providing use of the James for 
various groups, we also take time to 
bring the James to the public. 
 As detailed in the last newsletter, 
we continue with our monthly contri-
bution, Journal from the James, to the 
local Idyllwild newspaper, the Town 
Crier. In addition, we have started to 
contribute to the bi-monthly regional 
magazine, Palms to Pines with timely 
articles relevant to the James Reserve. 
We continue with our community effort 
of documenting wildlife use of Idyllwild 
with monition sensitive cameras and in 
the next newsletter will include some 
results of what we are finding.

 Once again Trailfinders gathered at 
the James Reserve for our traditional 
first-Sunday-in-June noontime “camp-
fire”. Trailfinder Reports included: Alan 
Park’s tale of how the crayfish were in-
troduced to Lake Fulmor, a youth pro-
gram being developed at Steve Smith’s 
local “yacht club” marina, Steve Jost’s 
sailing adventures in the Caribbean and 
a demonstration of rope twirling, Jim 
Halley’s visit to Biosphere II, Saguaro 
National Park, and the Arizona-Sono-
ra Desert Museum near Tucson, Bud 
Halley’s take on being age 92, and Tony 
Lier’s report on life in Port Angeles on 
the Olympic Peninsula in Washington 
State.
 The highlight of the reports was 

Trailfinder News: October 2015
Jim Moule’s photos 
of 1950’s Trailfinder 
days—some now 
posted on the James 
Reserve website. One 
photo shows two 
dogs with the group 
on top of Grand 
Teton. How did two 
dogs join the Trail-
finders? If you came 
to our Nov.7 gath-
ering at Jim Halley’s 
home you probably 
found out how!  
 Reserve administrators, Jennifer and 
John, gave a tour of the “new” facilities 
to those interested, and shared their 
vision for the Reserve’s future as well as 
its current physical and financial needs. 

One of Jim Moule’s photos with Harry 
James, second from left. More of Jim’s 
photos cna be found at his website: http://
jcmoule.snugmug.com/family/frailfind-
er-memories/i-PzGRHSr
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A meetings-end tour and photo-op was 
held at Lolomi Lodge where Kim Ham-
mond faithfully recovered and returned 
much of Harry and Graces’ original 
furniture.
 Finally, the internet is allowing old 
Trailfinders to re-discover our organi-
zation, either through contacting the 
James Reserve, or through Jim Farber’s 
Trailfinder’s page on Facebook. Three 
more have just appeared in the last few 
months. We warmly welcome back 
Laurence Stuppy II, Pete Johnston and 
Eugene Paul!

Jim Halley
Ponderosa Council 1960s

Trailfinder Farewell

 We lost our friend, Gus Sebenius, 
shortly after last year’s summer Trail-
finders reunion.  I am very grateful 
to have known Gus during my short 
tenure at the James.  Gus will be missed, 
but we will continue to keep him in our 
hearts as an affirmative presence and a 
role model. The Sebenius families will 
be in our thoughts. 

Jennifer Gee, Director James Reserve

Update: 50th Anniversary of
the James – June 5th, 2016 

 As we reported in the last news-
letter, we are busily preparing for the 
upcoming half-century celebration of 
the James Reserve. Preparations con-
tinue as the day grows closer. Roger 
Samuelson, found-
ing director of 
the NRS and a 
Trailfinder, will 
be speaking. 
Researchers 
will give brief 
talks about their 
research and there 
will be live music in the afternoon – 
Hot Flash and Men of Pause. Please 
join us to help celebrate 50 years of 
service the James has given to science 
and to our local communities. 

Stay Connected

 Upcoming presentations include 
two to be given by Director Jennifer 
Gee titled: Quail Tales: lessons from 
quail about the origin of species. She 
will be presenting on February 23 at 
7:30 PM at the Sea and Sage Audubon 
Conservation Lecture series located at 
the Irvine Ranch Water District near the 
University of California Irvine and on 
February 26 at 9:15 AM at the UCSB 
Sedgwick Reserve Public Lecture Series 
at the Sedgwick Reserve.
 Follow our webpage with more on-
going information on what is happening 
at the James called “News from the 
James”, where we will provide up-to-
date information on what is happening 
at the James Reserve (james.ucnrs.org).

Trailfinder Steve Smith relaxing in one of 
Harry and Grace’s chairs during the tour 
of Lolomi Lodge.

Trailfinder Tidbits

 “A campfire circle is the 
most democratic of groups, 
all seem at their equal best 
before the fire’s primitive 
glow. Good talk, good 
laughter, and, best of all, 
golden silence seem to come 
naturally.”

— Harry James

 “Climb the mountains 
and get their good tidings. 
Nature’s peace will flow into 
you as sunshine flows into 
the tress. The winds will 
blow their freshness into you 
and the storms their energy, 
while cares will drop off like 
autumn leaves.” 

— John Muir

Parting Thoughts

Until the spring news-
letter, when the James is 
again coming to life from 
its winter slumber: “Be 
nice to each other — it’s 
really all that matters” 

— Quote of slain Sandy 
Hook School Principal
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A reminder of the season to come to the James
 

James San Jacinto Mountains Reserve, PO Box 1775,  Idyllwild, CA  92549
(951) 827-6835; website: james.ucnrs.org

To all who have supported our efforts at the James, a gracious THANK YOU. To those wishing to sup-
port us now, you can make a donation in the following ways:  Please make your check to the “UCR Founda-
tion” and write in the memo line “James Reserve-200330.”  Do include a note if your gift is in honor or in 
memory of a friend or loved one. Mail to the UCR Foundation, 1136 Hinderaker Hall, Riverside, CA 92521. 
 You can also donate by credit card online by going to 
    https://advancementservices.ucr.edu/AdvanceOnlineGiving/search
Choose “College of Nat & Agr. Science and under that follow the link to “Natural Resources” and then 
“James San Jacinto Mountains Reserve. 

Thank you!
 




