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Spring at the James Reserve 

Welcome to the spring edition of our biannual newsletter! 
We’re already into the month of May, The Moon When Trees 
Leaf. As the spring unfolds and many plant species are flower-
ing, especially with our last rains (3 inches!), the James also 
continues to blossom. Over the last few months, we have been 
busy with facilities improvements and a host of activities, 
many of which are new or recently established. Use of the 
James has been steadily increasing. Be sure to check out the 
biggest news item in this issue, which is our plan to host a cele-
bratory open house at the James Reserve. We will reach the 
half-century mark next year. Be sure to save June 5th, 2016 to 
attend the 50th anniversary festivities! 

Jennifer Gee 
Director of the James Reserve 

James San Jacinto Mountains Reserve  PO Box 1775 v Idyllwild, CA  92549 

(951) 827-6835 
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50th Anniversary of the James – June 5th, 2016 
 
Next year will mark the 50th year of the James Reserve. With the help of Harry James, key 
Trailfinders, including newly-resurfaced Trailfinder, Jim Moule, and Roger Samuelson, for-
mer president of the Natural Reserve System and honorary Trailfinder, the James Reserve 
was established in 1966. Under the leadership of UCR faculty directors, Drs. John Rotenber-
ry and Kim Hammond, and resident directors, Drs. Mike Hamilton 
and Becca Fenwick, the James has flourished. Since 2012 when I 
became director, we increased our capacity from 30 to over 70 visi-
tors. Research, teaching and outreach activities have also increased. 
The summer Trailfinders reunion will be a special one in 2016! On 
that first Sunday of June, we are planning an open house to cele-
brate this momentous occasion of the founding of the James Re-
serve. The open house will include brief talks from researchers and 
teachers at the James about what we have learned at the James in 
the last half century and what remains to be discovered. Afterwards, 
there will be a tour around the Nature Trail. We’ll end the day with 
live music and a barbeque at the campgrounds. Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 5th! 

From the UCR Natural Reserve Office:  A new Director 
 
In 2014, Dr. Kim Hammond, the Natural Reserve Office Director at UCR since 2012, 
answered the call of duty to take a 3-year position as a Program Director at the National 
Science Foundation in Washington DC. Stepping in during her absence as NRS UCR 
faculty director is Dr. Rich Redak from the Entomology Department at UC Riverside. 
Dr. Redak will help guide the overall management of the 5 Reserves at UC Riverside, 
including the James. Dr. Redak will continue to provide valuable help to the James and 
we look forward to working with him. 

Trail Finder News: 

Fellow Trailfinders and friends, I’m happy to 
report that at age 92, our former “Chief” Bud 
Halley is still going strong. He and I had oc-
casion to visit the James Reserve recently 
and marveled at the improvements being 
made and the programs being planned. I at-
tended summer camp here in the early 1960’s 
and still remember much of the camp rou-
tine—a cold “swim” before breakfast, inspec-
tions, hikes, campfire reports with games and 
songs, work projects, and Harry’s mess call, 
“Come and get it, before I throw it to the 
dogs!” 

For the past many years, Em Sebenius has 
served well as “Chief”—keeping in contact 
with our members and friends, relaying news, 
and organizing our meetings. Now, as a 
member of the youngest generation of 
“Harry’s boys”, I’ve been asked to take on 
that role. Today’s new technology is making 
it easier for former Trailfinders to reconnect 
with us. Links and information are provided 
on the James Reserve website, and recently 
Jim Farber (Ponderosa Council) has activated 

a Trailfinder page on Facebook. 

The first Sunday in June is still our tradition-
al reunion date at the Reserve. This year, 
2015, we will meet on June 7. At that time 
we will discuss plans for our Fall meeting. At 
the moment I am planning to host it, cost-
free, at my home in Whittier and move the 
date to the first Saturday in November, the 
7th.   

Again, dates to remember are June 7, 2015—
Nov.7, 2015—and for the 50 Year Anniver-
sary—June 5, 2016. 

And finally, for the keen observer:  Who else 
noticed one of our group being interviewed 
on page 32 of the May 2015 issue of West-
ways magazine? 

LOLOMI, 

Jim Halley 

jameshalley@verizon.net 
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At the James: 

As part of the Natural Reserve System of the Uni-
versity of California, the James Reserve has the 
mission to contribute significantly in the areas of 
Research, Teaching, and Public Outreach. These 
past few months we at the James have been active 
in meeting that mission. Here are a few highlights 
of the our accomplishments since the last newslet-
ter. 

Research at the James: Continuing conservation 
projects—The crew from the San Diego Zoo, now 
led by Bryan King, are testing the water quality of 
Indian Creek to insure that conditions are suitable 
for the health of the James’ recently introduced 
population of Mountain Yellow Legged Frogs. 

Monitoring the frogs is especially crucial now; last 
September, a frog die-off was discovered at Dark 
Canyon, the source population from which frogs 
were bred and released at the James. We continue 
to carefully watch our population for any signs of 
disease. 

Continuing and new research projects—After send-
ing pictures of the James after a late snowfall in 
March, we were able to coax new UCR faculty 
member, Dr. Emma Aronson, to the James for her 
first visit. Dr. Aronson is very keen to begin a pro-
ject at the James with a focus on soil microbial re-
search. This spring, we’ve also hosted one new and  

one returning graduate student to the James. 
Nameer Baker (PhD candidate, UCI) continues to 
collect data on the response of microbes to climate. 
New to the James is graduate student, David 
Zonana (PhD candidate, University of Colorado, 
Boulder), who will begin studies that are focused 
on quail behavior. One of the larger groups that 
visited this spring was a three-day graduate student 
retreat of second-year UCI students. They were an 
enthusiast bunch who managed to squeeze in 22 
back-to-back talks about their research as well as 
to take in the view from Four Saints. As busy as 
they were at their retreat, a few hearty folks woke 
up early to hike part way up Black Mountain.  

 

Teaching at the James: A group of budding 
ecologists 
(University of 
Redlands) visited 
the James for the 
first time this 
spring. As far as I 
know, it is the first 
time we have had 
visitors from our 
closest university 
neighbor. Another 
class from U Red-
lands visited us in 
May. We enjoyed 
these students and 
hope that the 
James becomes a 
permanent feature 
in their curricula. 
Another  class of 
undergraduates 
new to the James was from the Claremont Colleg-
es. They set up a permanent transect plot at the 
James that they will monitor each spring. We look 
forward to seeing them each year and to their help 
monitoring our mixed conifer forest. For their sec-
ond year, we welcomed back a class from UCI 
called Land Surface Processes, as well as a group 
of Harvey Mudd undergraduates. The Mudders led 
a group of upward bound high school students who 
are passionate about attending college and pursu-
ing STEM degrees (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics). Both Jen and John 
spoke with this group about our experience work-
ing at the James and the types of research we’ve 
pursued. The Upward bound group, from greater 
Los Angeles, come to the James Reserve so that  

Students measuring trees for a field 

class from Claremont Colleges 

David Zonana, graduate student from University of 

Colorado Boulder measuring a quail he has captured 

for his dissertation work. 
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students can connect to various STEM options be-
yond the traditional routes. 

It is always a delight to show newcomers their first 
glimpse of a rattlesnake, first look at snow plants or 
their first snowfall. 

Reaching out: Public outreach is one of the pr i-
mary missions at the James and across all 39 Re-
serves in the University of California Natural Re-
serve System. We are committed to connecting 
with as many people as possible outside of our typ-
ical groups of academic visitors. The best way for 
folks to learn about the James Reserve is to visit. 
This spring, we have invited a diversity of commu-
nity groups to the James Reserve, including the 
Idyllwild Rotary Club, the Idyllwild Garden Club 
and many other visitors, such as local artists, histo-
rians, and firefighters—the latter being most wel-
come guests given our drought conditions. In re-

turn, many of our guests often give something back 
to the James, not only by contributing to the Re-
serve with monetary donations but also by lending 
their special talents to the station. A wonderful ex-
ample of this reciprocation is local artist, Marcia 
Gowecki. Pro bono, Marcia has designed interpre-
tive signs for Harry James’ newly renovated cook 
shack (see improvements to the James). We hope to 
increasingly involve local artists at the James, as 
well as other visitors who deeply appreciate and 
also contribute to the James Reserve in whatever 

manner is within their means. 

Not everyone has the means or ability to visit the 
James Reserve in person. We are always searching 
for creative ways to bring the James Reserve to the 
outside world. Following the precedent that was set 
in its first 46 years, we reach out globally with liv-
ing postcards of the James, that is virtually, with 
accessible images on the web (james.ucnrs.org). 
Especially popular are our cameras that focus on 
bird feeders and nest boxes. We’ve been updating 

our re-launched website with new information as 
well as searchable links to our teaching collection 
(museum of invertebrates, vertebrates and plants), 
new maps, and a link to our monthly Idyllwild 
Town Crier article, “Journal from the James.” We 
believe that it is vital in today’s day and age to also 
encourage people to interact in person with the nat-
ural world, as well as with the people who study 
natural systems to truly understand and connect to 
nature. In that spirit, we often take a live show of 
the James Reserve on the road. Jen recently gave a 
presentation to 6-12 year olds at the Idyllwild 
Town Hall for Career Week. The title of the 
presentation was, “Be a scientist when you grow 
up!” The yoga instructor and baker (who brought 
cookies) gave the scientist a run for her money. As 
the Idyllwild Town Crier put it, “We hope we gave 
the kids and their families an idea of what’s possi-
ble on the Hill and that you can do anything you 
want if you put your mind to it.” Assistant Director, 
John Laundré, has also been stumping for the 
James. His most recent lecture was at the Idyllwild 
public library about his lifelong pursuit of research 
on the ecology of the mountain lion (Phantoms of 
the Prairie   The Return of Cougars to the Mid-
west). 

 

Mountain lion image painted and donated by Marcia Gowecki 
for the Cook Shed. 

Spying on nesting by bluebirds in one of our video monitored 
nest boxes at the James. 
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Lastly, we have initiated a “What is Wild in Idyll-
wild” program of outreach. With citizens of Idyll-
wild and Pine Cove, we have begun a cooperative 
effort to document the kinds and abundance of ver-
tebrate species that can be found in and around the 
local town of Idyllwild. Partnering with business 

and home owners has allowed us to track area wild-
life with motion sensitive cameras . These cameras 

have been documenting a wild variety of wildlife, 
which we reported in one issue of our column, 

“Journal from the James.” Many common species 
of birds and mammals, including robins, Steller's 
jays, and squirrels have been photographed. More 
elusive species such as bobcats and even a moun-

tain lion have also appeared. The program is prov-
ing to be an excellent outreach tool to increase the 
awareness of the James Reserve to the local com-
munity, one of our primary goals. In addition, these 
photographs will provide Idyllwilders a glimpse 
into and greater appreciation of the natural world 
that surrounds them, another aim of our outreach 
efforts.   

 

Improvements at the James: 

Besides actively working in the areas of research, 
teaching and outreach, we have also devote time to 
maintaining and developing facilities at the James 
to help us continue to meet the needs of visitors. 
These past few months have been a busy time for 
improvements at the James Reserve. In the last 
newsletter we mentioned that we had begun reno-
vations of the cook shed at the campground. It is a 
pleasure to report that those renovations have been 
completed. As you can see from the photograph, 
while still retaining its basic rustic charm, we have 
converted the cook shed into a weather-tight cabin. 
The shed is now suitable for a variety of uses, in-
cluding overnight sleeping if desired. We are plan-
ning on using it as an information center connected 
with the Nature Trail. Local artist, Marsha Gowec-
ki, has painted us beautiful interpretive signs which 
allow us to feature critters that are commonly ob-
served along Indian Creek and throughout the Hall 
Canyon Research Natural Area, which extends 
from Lake Fulmor (6500’) through the James Re-
serve to the summit of Black Mountain (7772’) 
(667 acres).  The shack provides an excellent 

Director Jennifer Gee showing a future scientist a taxidermic 

model of a Gambel’s quail at Career Week in Idyllwild 

Assistant Director, John Laundré installing a motion 

sensitive camera in an Idyllwild resident’s yard 

Photogenic bobcat caught multiple times in a camera 

installed along Strawberry Creek in Idyllwild 
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blind from behind which visitors can observe the 
James’ wildlife; we attract there with a recently 
installed watering hole across from the shack. To 

provide a touch of modernizations, we have also 
installed a solar panel nearby that will provide 
lighting as well as computer/tablet charging capa-
bilities. Thanks to Kevin Browne, internet is avail-
able at the cook shack as well as many other places 
across the grounds of the James. We are also work-
ing towards raising funds to “wire” the James’ sat-
ellite reserve, Oasis de los Osos.  

 

 

 

Recently, inspectors from UCR mentioned their 
concern that the upstairs dorm area of the Trailfind-
ers Lodge lacked an alternate evacuation route in 
case of emergency. In response to that concern, 
John installed a staircase that serves as a fire es-
cape. As an added benefit, this addition has in-

creased the access to and use of the upstairs balco-
ny for users to relax and enjoy.   

Finally, we are in the process of increasing the util-
ity of the classroom by converting it to a classroom 
and wetlab. The teaching collection of preserved 
invertebrates, vertebrates and plants are now locat-
ed in the classroom. In this quarter, we have also 
installed a laboratory sized outdoor sink to the back 
of the classroom building. This sink will enable 
researchers and classes to conduct laboratory pro-
cedures and activities, such as processing speci-
mens, in a place that is apart from living quarters 
and teaching areas. 

 

 

TRAILFINDER TIDBITS 

 
“For yesterday is but a dream and tomorrow is 
only a vision, but today well-lived makes every 
yesterday a dream of happiness and every tomor-
row a vision of hope.” 

 
--Harry James: Manual for Trailfinders 

 
“We need the tonic of wildness...At the same 
time that we are earnest to explore and learn all 
things, we require that all things be mysterious 
and unexplorable, that land and sea be indefinite-
ly wild, unsurveyed and unfathomed by us be-
cause unfathomable. We can never have enough 
of nature.”  

 
― Henry David Thoreau, Walden: Or, Life in the 
Woods 
  

The fully restored Cook Shed in the campground area of 

the James. 

New laboratory sink located on the back side of the 

classroom building at the James.  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10264.Henry_David_Thoreau
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2361393
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2361393
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Until the summer newsletter, when the James is in its full 

splendor, remember: “Be truthful not only in word but in 

thought.  Seek diligently for the truth to be found in all”, 

Trailfinder Rule #7. 

Spring snow at the James 

James San Jacinto Mountains Reserve v PO Box 1775   Idyllwild, CA  92549 

(951) 827-6835; website: james.ucnrs.org 

If you wish to support the James Reserve, you can make a donation in the following 
ways:  Please make your check to the “UCR Foundation” and write in the memo line 
“James Reserve-200330.”  Do include a note if your gift is in honor or in memory of a 
friend or loved one. Mail to the UCR Foundation, 1136 Hinderaker Hall, Riverside, CA 
92521. You can also donate online by going to https://advancementservices.ucr.edu/
AdvanceOnlineGiving/search .  Choose “College of Nat & Agr. Science and under 
that follow the link to “Natural Resources” and then “James San Jacinto Mountains 
Reserve.  Thank you! 

 

https://advancementservices.ucr.edu/AdvanceOnlineGiving/search
https://advancementservices.ucr.edu/AdvanceOnlineGiving/search

